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Amendment^ to the Claims : 

1 . (Cuixently Amended) A method for managing an inventory of at least one 
product of a supplier that is provided to at least one customer, wherein the at least one customer 
is capable of receiving and shipping out the at least one product, said method comprising: 

creating an open purchase order comprising an acceptable inventory range bounded by a 
lower limit and an upper linoit for each product that the supplier provides to the at least one 
customer; 

storing a supply amount of the at least one product in a storage unit that is remote ftom 
the supplier and proximate to the customer; 

maintaining a product inventory count for each product representative of the amoimt of 
the product that is maintained in inventory by the at least one customer, said maintaining 
comprising: 

decreasing the product inventory count as the at least one customer ships out the 
respective product; and 

increasing the product inventory count as the at least one customer receives 
additional amounts of the respective product, wherein the at least one customer receives 
the additional amounts from the supply amount stored in the storage unit; and 
monitoring the product invenioiy count at a supplier location such that the supplier is 
capable of detecting when product inventory counts approach the respective lower limits, 
wherein the product inventory count approaches the respective lower limit when the product 
inventory count falls below a notification level between the lower limit and the upper limit, and 
wherein the supplier location is remoie from the customer location. 

wherein at least one of the creati ng, maintaining or monitorina stens is at least partially 
perfunned by a processing luiil . 

2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 further comprising providing the 
respective customer with an additional amount of the respective product once the supplier has 
^ detected at least one product inventory count approaching the respective lower Umit, wherein the 
additional amount is provided to the customer from the supply amount stored in the storage unit, 
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wherein providing the additional amount occurs independent of a purchase order associated with 
the iidditional amount, and wherein ihe product inventory count is within the acceptable 
inventory range once the respective customer receives the additional amount 

3. (Original) A method according to Claim J, wherein maintaining the product 
inventory count further comprises storing the product inventory count in an electronic file, and 
transferring the electronic file to the supplier location to facilitate monitoring the product 
inventory count at the supplier location, wherein monitoring the product inventory count 
comprises monitoring the electronic file. 

4. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein transferring the electronic 
file comprises transferring the electn>nic file over the Worid Wide Web, and wherein monitoring 
the product inventory coimt comprisus monitoring a display of the product inventory count 
stored within the electronic file, 

5. (Original) A method according to Claim 3, wherein storing the product inventory 
count in an electronic file comprises storing the product inventory count in an electronic file in 
an extensible markup language formiit. 

6. (Original) A method :iccording to Claim 1, wherein each product includes at least 
one electronic identifier, and wiierein maintaining the product inventory coimi comprises: 

reading each electronic identifier as the customer ships out the respective product and 
immediately thereafter decreasing thtj product inventory count by the number of products 
shipi>ed out as identified by the electronic identifiers; and 

reading each electronic identifier as the customer receives the respective product from the 
stomge unit and immediately thereafter increasing the product inventory count by the number of 
products received as identified by the electronic identifiers. 
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7. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 further comprising providing each 
customer with an initial amoimt of etich product before maintaining the product inventory count, 
wherein the initial amount of each product is received by the at least one customer from the 
storage unit. 

8. (Original) A method according to Claim 7, wherein each product mcludes at least 
one electronic identifier, and wherein providing each customer with the initial amount of each 
product further comprises reading each electronic identifier as the initial amount is received, 

9. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the supply amount is 
bounded by the lower limit and the upper limit, 

10. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the lower limit is one below 
the upper limit of the acceptable inventory range, wherein the notification level equals the lower 
limit, and wherein the at least one customer has at least one point-of-use location capable of 
recc i ving and shipping out each product, 

1 1 . (Original) A system for providing at least one product from a supplier to at least 
one remote customer, wherein the customer is capable of receiving and shipping out the at least 
one product, wherein the supplier and the at least one customer have an open purchase order 
comprising an acceptable inventory range bounded by a lower and an upper limit for each 
product that the supplier provides to the at least one customer, said system comprising: 

a storage unit disposed remote from the supplier and proximate to the at least one 
customerj^ wherein a supply amount of the at least one product is stored in said storage unit, 
wherein the supplier provides the at least one product to the customer from the supply amoimt 
stored in the storage unit; 

a first processing unit disposed proximate the at least one customer for maintaining a 
product inventory count for each product representative of the amount of the product that is 
maintained in inventory by the respective customer, wherein the product inventory count is 
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decreased as the customer ships oxit each product, and wherein the product inventory count is 
incj'cased as the customer receives additional amounts of each product; and 

a second processing unit disposed proximate the supplier, wherein at least one of the 
supplier and said second processing unit is capable of monitoring the product inventory count 
sue]) that at least one of the supplier and said second processing unit is capable of detecting 
product inventory counts that £^oach the respective lower limit, wherein the product inventory 
count approaches the respective lower limit when the product inventory count falls below a 
notillcation level between the lower limit and the upper limit 

12. (Original) A system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said second processing unit 
is fiirther capable of sending a shipment request to the supplier when at least one of ihe supplier 
and said second processing unit has detected at least one product inventory count approaching 
the respective lower limit, wherein when the supplier receives the shipment request the supplier 
is ciipable of providing the respective customer with an additional amount of the respective 
product, wherein the supplier provides the additional amount independent of a purchase order 
assotiiated with the additional amount, and wherein the product inventory count is within the 
acceptable inventory range once the additional amount is received. 

13. (Original) A system according to Claim 1 1, wherein said first processing unit is 
capable of storing the product inventi)ry count in an electronic file, wherein said first processing 
unit is capable of transferring the electronic file, wherein said second processing unit is capable 
of rt'ceiving the electronic file, and wherein said second processing umt monitors the elecuonic 
file. 

14. (Original) A system according to Claim 13, wherein said first processing unit is 
capable of transfening the electronic file over the World Wide Web, and wherein said second 
processing monitors a display of the product inventory count stored within the electronic file. 
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15. (Original) A system ixccording to Claim 13, wherein said first processing unit 
stores the product inventory count in an electronic file in an extensible markup language format. 

16. (Original) A system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein each product includes at 
leasi one electronic identifier, wherein said first processing unit reads each electronic identifier 
as tlie customer ships out the respective product and immediately thereafter decreases the 
product inventory count by the number of products shipped out as identified by the electronic 
ideniifiers, and wherein said first processing unit reads each electronic identifier as the customer 
receives the respective product and immediately thereafter increases the product inventory count 
by tliB nurnber of products received as identified by the electronic identifiers. 

1 7. (Original) A system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said first processing unit is 
fiirdier capable of storing a product inventory count associated with an initial amount of the at 
least one product before maintaining the product inventory count, wherein said first processing 
unit stores the initial amoxmt as the ai least one customer receives the initial amoimt fix)m the 
storage unit, 

18* (Original) A system according to Claim 1 7, wherein each product includes at 
leasi one electronic identifier, wherein said first processing unit is capable of reading each 
electronic identifier as the initial amount of the at least one product is received by the customer, 
wherein said first processing unit stores the product inventory coimt associated with the initial 
amount according to the number of products received as identified by the electronic identifiers. 

19. (Original) A system according to Claim 1 1, wherein the supply amount is 
bounded by the lower limit and the upper limit 

20. (Original) A system according to Claim 1 1, wherein the lower limit is one below 
the upper limit of the acceptable inventory range, wherein the notification level equals the lower 
limit, and wherein the supplier has a point-of-use location capable of receiving and shipping out 
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the at least one product, and wherein the supplier provides the at least one product to the 
customer at the at least one point-of-use location. 

Claims 21 - 58 (Cancelled). 
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